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Tired of the Rage, Tired of the Worry: Artist Carrie Newcomer
Offers an Alternative Way To Hold These Troubled Times

The title track of Carrie Newcomer’s newest album, A Great Wild Mercy, opens with a scene of a
woman, holding a blue umbrella above her head. She steps out into the summer rain, looks up, and
then closes it, preferring to let the rain wash over her.  

“As I watched this woman smile and walk off into the rain, I felt like I’d just experienced a moment
filled with longing, hope and even holiness,” says Newcomer. “It’s been a long hot summer for many of
us, sheltering in place, then sheltering from the storms of our times. The song is about taking down the
umbrella, looking up, and experiencing a feeling of something better, truer, more connected - a great
wild mercy.”

A Great Wild Mercy acknowledges our collective exhaustion of holding up that umbrella, as we
continue to experience an ongoing deluge of information focused on fear, division and rage. In such
challenging times, Newcomer sings about embracing the stories that heal us and letting go of the
stories that have lost their usefulness. She reminds us that there is “news of the world” and “news of
the heart” and that we are not alone as we lean toward an “ever present goodness” that has not
disappeared from the earth. 

“As one listener recently wrote, ‘This song sings exactly what I've been struggling to say in my emails,
my facebook posts and in innumerable conversations’," Newcomer relates. "‘I am so tired of the angry
and the ugly and the hurtful; I long for peace, kindness and compassion’."

Reflecting on the album, Newcomer recalls the author Rick Rubin’s quote: “The things we believe carry
a charge.” The 'news of the world” would have us believe we are small and without power in a time of
climate crisis, economic and racial injustice, daily mass shootings and the politics of fear. But the
“news of the heart” reminds us that hope emerges from daily action for good. Newcomer says, “I
choose to believe that how we live our daily lives matters. This belief creates a charge in my own life
and in the world I inhabit. If you ask most people if they personally know anyone who has braved great
difficulties for what they love, nearly all of them will respond that they know many such people, and
that they are also such a person. This is at the heart of A Great Wild Mercy. There is an ever present
goodness threading through the natural world, evident in every act of kindness and love made visible."
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"Mercy is  an old-fashioned word,  but i t  i s  fu l l  of  grace and goodness.  A Great Wi ld
Mercy is  untamable and cannot be placed in the smal l  containers we often use
when talk ing about what is  Sacred.  A Great Wi ld Mercy keeps showing up,  l ike the
creek that rambles through a val ley ,  sh in ing in the sun and moving quiet ly  over the
rocks.  There is  something good we can tap into,  the t rue nature of love is  sturdy
enough to lean my back against  when storms brew around me.”

In the songs on A Great Wild Mercy ,  Newcomer te l ls  the universal  human story of
loss ,  res i l iency,  authent ic l iv ing,  spi r i tual  connect ion,  humor and attent ion to
f inding the extraordinary with in an ordinary day.  

The raucous t rack "Pot luck,"  co-writ ten with Si r i  Undl in of  Humbird (s ingle,  Aug 28) ,
uses the quintessent ia l  midwestern pot luck as metaphor and celebrat ion of
authent ic re lat ionship,  giv ing one another good-hearted grace and grat i tude for
whatever we can offer  each other ,  "There 's  soup on the stove,  the record s ings /
sometimes you gotta t rust  whatever people br ing."

On the infect ious t rack "Start  With A Stone,"  co-writ ten with celebrated songwriter
John McCutcheon (s ingle,  Sept 25) ,  we are encouraged to f ind th is  expansive,
great wi ld mercy in the smal lest ,  most s imple dai ly  exper iences often found in the
natural  wor ld.  "Start  with a stone,  the humblest  of  th ings / f rom this  re l ic of
bedrock eternity  spr ings / go back to the source,  go back to your home / heaven is
wait ing,  but start  with a stone."

Carr ie Newcomer ’s  A Great Wi ld Mercy  i s  the alternat ive v is ion for  how we hold our
troubled t imes.  Fear and rage are powerful  mot ivators ,  but they keep us stuck and
afraid to take down our umbrel las.  A Great Wi ld Mercy  inv i tes us to acknowledge
the mystery of  th is  wor ld:  “There’s  a big wide sky f i l led with stars  / i t  feels  so c lose
but i t  feels  so far .”  Newcomer speaks to our  desi re to take our f i rst  step into a
deeper connect ion,  to leave the unsustainable pract ices,  cr ippl ing div is ion and
hatred behind.  She puts music to the hope that very few have had the courage to
speak so t ruthful ly :  that maybe f inal ly  sett ing down our wal ls  wi l l  a l low for  a great ,
wi ld mercy to emerge and guide us back to each other.  Her quest ion to you and to
us al l ,  “Are you wi l l ing to take down your umbrel la ,  are you ready to exper ience
something true and connect ing? Are you ready for  A Great Wi ld Mercy in your l i fe
and in the wor ld?”

This  emotional ly  generous album features Newcomer ’s  t rademark evocat ive and
poetic ly r ics ,  her  s ignature alto voice—dubbed as “r ich as Godiva Chocolate” by
The Aust in Statesman—and lush arrangements fus ing class ical ,  fo lk ,  Americana and
bluegrass inf luences.  Contr ibut ing to the unique musical  b lend were bass ist  Paul
Kowert  (The Punch Brothers ,  Hawktai l ) ,  celebrated guitar ist  and songwriter  Jordan
Tice (Hawktai l ) ,  v io l in ist  Br i t tany Haas (Hawktai l ,  Crooked St i l l ,  Dave Rol l ins  Band)
drummer/percuss ionist  J im Brock ( Indigo Gir ls ) ,  vocal ist  Si r i  Undl in (Humbird)  and
Newcomer ’s  long-t ime tour ing companion and col laborator  pianist  Gary Walters .
Carr ie Newcomer k icks off  a busy nat ional  a lbum release tour  in  September.  


